Behavior of the femoral stem in the Bihapro hip prosthesis.
This study evaluated the hydroxyapatite-coated femoral stem of the Bihapro hip prosthesis (Biomet Ltd, Bridgend, United Kingdom) using radiography, TC-99 scintigraphy, and bone densitometry. Thirty stems with >2 years of follow-up (mean: 31 months) were evaluated. No loosening or changes in the position of the implant were seen, and the mean subsidence was 2.2 mm. Radiography revealed a densification in the metaphyseal zone with reconstruction of the trabecular lines in 21 cases, while in 22 patients, radiolucent lines in the distal area of the femoral component were observed. Scintigraphy showed a diaphyseal normo-captation in 19 cases and a hypercaptation <1.4 with a mean index of 1.1 in 10 patients. Metaphyseal hypercaptation >1.4 was seen in 24 patients. Bone densitometry revealed increased density in the metaphyseal zones in 29 patients with a periprosthetic/normal bone quotient of 1.4.